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Astronomy for Development

TheOfficeof Astronomyfor Development(OAD)is a globaloffice that is mandatedto useastronomy,includingits practitioners,skillsand infrastructures,to
drive positivedevelopmentalchange. Theh!5Ωǎvisionisά!ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅfor a betterǿƻǊƭŘάwith the 17 UnitedNationsSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)as
broad objectivesfor global development. The OADfunds and coordinatesprojects that use Astronomyas a tool to addressissuesrelated to sustainable
development. It alsohas11RegionalOfficesthat focuson activitiesin specificgeographicor culturalor languageregions.
.

Website:www.astro4dev.org
Email:info@astro4dev.org

Facebook:facebook.com/astro4dev
Twitter: @astro4dev

West African International Summer School for 
Young Astronomers 
WAISSYAschools(now the PanAfricanSchool
for EmergingAstronomers)are an innovative
short course for African university students,
that aims to build a critical mass of
astronomers in Africa and exchange ideas
about teachingacrosscontinents.

The OAD is a joint partnership between the International Astronomical Union 
(IAU) and the South African National Research Foundation (NRF) with the support 
of the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI).

Astro Molo Mhlaba, South Africa
In SouthAfrica,girlsin underservedcommunities
are at great risk of violence, bullying, teenage
pregnancy,drug and alcohol abuse leading to
drop-outs between Grade6 and 9. The project
usesastronomyprograms, taughtandmentored
by professional female astronomers, to
encourageand support girls to pursue STEAM
careers.

L5t /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ
Theproject workswith trained counsellorsand
usesastronomyasa tool to counsel,heal and
educatechildrenin an IDP(InternallyDisplaced
People) camp who are traumatized by
conflicts. An independent, solar powered
learninghub hasbeensetup to provideaccess
to learningmaterials.

Astrostays
Thisflagshipproject takesa communitycentric
approachto astro-tourism. Peoplein rural or
remote communities are trained on basic
astronomy & hospitality so they may offer
astro-tourism services to earn additional
income. The OAD has partnered with the
GlobalHimalayanExpedition(GHE)to scaleup
this conceptglobally.

EXAMPLES

WHY ASTRONOMY ?

Astronomy and space enjoy near-universal fascination. The study of the
universeis deeplyconnectedto what it meansto be human. Questionson the
originof life, the existenceof life outsideEarth,andexplorationof other worlds
stokefundamentalcuriosity in people,regardlessof age,gender,geographyor
socialandeconomicbackgrounds.

Astronomyhashugepotential to be usedfor the benefit of societygiventhat it
connectsscience,technology,and culture. Thediagramon the left showsthe
inter-disciplinarynatureof astronomy.

ASTRONOMYANDDEVELOPMENT

TheOAD,through an annual,open call for proposals,funds ideasthat
employ astronomy in innovative ways to help solve a problem or
challengein a communityandpromotesustainabledevelopment. Since
2012, closetoϵ1 Million hasbeenawardedto more than 200projects
acrossthe globe. Theseprojectshaveeducated,inspired,and amazed
children and adults, promoted dialogue and peaceful intention
betweencommunities,stimulatedthe local economy,targetedgender
equity challengesin STEM,encouragedinclusive practices, and so
much more. Despitethe small scale,these projectshavemanagedto
reach thousands globally and benefited people by leveraging the
strengthsof astronomy. On the right are some of the ways in which
past projects have tried to influence the SDGsand below are few
specificexamplesof projectsfunded.


