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OFFICE OF ASTRONOMY
FOR DEVELOPMENT

The Office of Astronomyfor Development(OAD)is a global office that is mandatedto use astronomy,includingits practitioners,skillsand infrastructures,to

drive positivedevelopmentalichange Theh | 5us@bnisda ! & O NRoyabafter g 2 NIvitk éhe 17 United NationsSustainabldDevelopmentGoals(SDGsjs
broad objectivesfor global development The OADfunds and coordinatesprojects that use Astronomyas a tool to addressissuesrelated to sustainable
development It alsohas11 RegionabDfficesthat focuson activitiesin specificgeographicr culturalor languageegions
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Astronomyhashugepotential to be usedfor the benefit of societygiventhat it
connectssciencetechnology,and culture. The diagramon the left showsthe
Inter-disciplinarynature of astronomy
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ASTRONOMANDDEVELOPMENT

The OAD,through an annual,open call for proposalsfundsideasthat

employ astronomy in innovative ways to help solve a problem or

challengan a communityand promote sustainabledevelopment Since
2012 closeto € 1 Million hasbeenawardedto more than 200 projects
acrossthe globe Theseprojectshave educated,inspired,and amazed
children and adults, promoted dialogue and peaceful intention

between communities,stimulatedthe local economy,targeted gender
equity challengesin STEM,encouragedinclusive practices, and so
much more. Despitethe small scale,these projects have managedto

reach thousands globally and benefited people by leveragingthe

strengthsof astronomy On the right are some of the waysin which
past projects have tried to influence the SDGsand below are few

specificexamplesf projectsfunded

EXAMPLES

Astrostays L5t / KAfRNBYQa ! auNRyY

Thisflagshipproject takesa communitycentric
approachto astro-tourism. Peoplein rural or
remote communities are trained on basic
astronomy & hospitality so they may offer
astro-tourism services to earn additional
Income The OAD has partnered with the
GlobalHimalayanExpedition(GHE)}o scaleup
this conceptglobally

West African International Summer School for
Young Astronomers

WAISSY Achools(now the PanAfrican School
for EmergingAstronomers)are an innovative
short course for African university students,
that aims to build a critical mass of
astronomers in Africa and exchange ideas
aboutteachingacrosscontinents
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Theproject workswith trained counsellorsand

usesastronomyas a tool to counsel,heal and

educatechildrenin an IDP(InternallyDisplaced
People) camp who are traumatized by

conflicts An Independent, solar powered

learninghub hasbeen setupto provide access
to learningmaterials

Astro Molo Mhlaba, South Africa

In SouthAfrica,girlsin underserveccommunities
are at great risk of violence, bullying, teenage
pregnancy,drug and alcohol abuse leading to

drop-outs between Grade6 and 9. The project

usesastronomyprograms, taughtand mentored

by professional female astronomers, to

encourageand support girls to pursue STEAM
careers

Website:www.astro4dev.org

& science & innovation € The OAD is a joint partnership between the International Astronomical Union  Email:iinfo@astro4dev.org
———— U RF (IAU) and the South African National Research Foundation (NRF) with the supp®4cebookfacebook.com/astroddey

National Research | South Afrcan of the Department of Science amanhovation(DSI).
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